From left ventricular dysfunction to heart failure.
Although there is undoubtedly a link between ventricular dysfunction and heart failure the interrelationship is complex. Most patients with left ventricular dysfunction die before progression to heart failure. Heart failure is not preceded by a period of chronic left ventricular dysfunction for the large number of patients who develop heart failure soon after a myocardial infarction. Atrial fibrillation and myocardial ischaemia/infarction need to be considered as mechanisms of progression as well as left ventricular remodelling. ACE inhibitors and beta-blockers, but not diuretics or digoxin, may alter progression to and of heart failure. Potential adverse effects of aspirin on prognosis in patients with heart failure and coronary artery disease are cause for considerable concern.